
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 7/13/2020 
PUBLIC HEARING &  
REGULAR MEETING 
VIA TELECONFERENCE 
JUNE 15, 2020 
 
Mayor Lasher, explained that due to the pandemic and the Stay Safe order by the Governor we once again will be conducting 
our Council meeting in person and via teleconference.  He opened the Public Hearing at 7:00 p.m.   
 
Mayor Lasher then explained the purpose of the Public Hearing which is to hear comments or take questions from the public on 
the proposed 2020 millage rate. 
 
Mayor Lasher asked if there were any questions or concerns regarding the 2020 millage rates. 
 
No questions were asked.  Mayor Lasher then closed the public hearing at 7:01 pm. 
 
Mayor Lasher then opened the regular meeting at 7:01 pm and led the pledge of allegiance.   
  
Mayor Lasher asked that the Clerk take roll call.  Ms. Perrien, Miss. Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Williams, Mr. Brown, Mr. Lasher 
and Mr. Zwick (by phone). 
ABSENT:  None. 
 
EXOFFICIOS:  Chief Goodrich-Police, Rich Simpson–DPW Superintendent, Liza Kusnier- Treasurer and Josefina Medina–Clerk. 
 
VISITORS:  Doug Scott (ROWE ENG.), Arnold Dunchock, Eric Starn, Corrie Goodrich, Rick Hogle and Mark Holley. 
 
AGENDA:  Chief Goodrich asked to add under new business item #8 Discussion on Halloween Party.  A motion was made by Mr. 
Brown second by Mr. William, to approve the agenda as amended.  YEAS:  7, NAYS:  0 and ABSENT:  0. 
    MOTION CARRIED 
 
MINUTES:  Clerk Medina stated that she omitted Mr. Zwick from the attendance list in minutes of May 11th and would like him 
to be added.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Ms. Perrien to approve the minutes of May 
11th with the correction and minutes of the Special meeting held on May 28, 2020 as printed.  Roll call:  YEAS:  7, NAYS:  0 
and ABSENT:  0.      

MOTION CARRIED 
 
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Ordiway to approve the check registry for the period of 
May 9, thru June 12, 2020 as printed.  Roll call:  YEAS:  7, NAYS:  0 and ABSENT:  0.      

MOTION CARRIED 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier asked when the Council would be wanting to resume billing penalties and shut off notice procedure.  
Shut offs started in March and not charging late fees started in April. 
 
After discussion it was the consensus of the council that we start in August so that it will fall within the billing cycle of July and 
start late fees on July 20th.   
 
Miss Hibbard suggested that we put that information on our newsletter that goes out with our tax bills.   
 
Mrs. Kusnier requested permission to pool several bank accounts into one bank account.  Discussion was held.  A motion was 
made by Mr. Williams, second by Miss Hibbard to authorize the Treasurer to pool several of the bank accounts into Fifth 
Third Bank General Fund account.  Roll call:  YEAS:  7, NAYS:  0 and ABSENT:  0.      
  

MOTION CARRIED 
Mrs. Kusnier explained that the County Treasurer suggests that our overpayment and underpayment should be the same.  Right 
now, per our past resolution over payment is $5 and underpayment is 0.   Discussion was held and no action was taken at this 
time. 
 
Mrs. Kusnier asked if the Council still wanted to accept postmark for taxes or not.  she presented a list of other communities 
and what they do.  Discussion was held and no action was taken at this time.   



 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Mr. Arnold Dunchock asked if he could go under public comment instead of the new business.  Mayor 
Lasher replied yes.  
 
Mr. Dunchock informed the Council that Ovid was never the object of his broad inquiry.  He had requested some information 
from the City and that his challenge had nothing to do with the City or their staff.  He simply is gathering information for 
something else.  Again, he has received what he needed and he thanked the city for the information. 
 
POLICE:  attended all required meeting and we hired Officer Zach Tahvonen.  We finally have a full roster.  They are working on 
blights.  It’s been a quite month.   
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson went over his report and informed the Council of a number of issues on equipment at the water treatment 
plant and what he is doing to resolve them.  We also, had a bad sewer plug on S. Main street and we finally got it through with 
the help of the staff from City of St. Johns.  I asked what it was going to cost and the City Manager said nothing.  They feel that 
we all as municipalities need to work together.  Mr. Simpson also reported that he is working with Rural Water on trying to 
isolate the leak at the water plant.  Also, Fleis & Vandenbrink were out to inspect the lagoons and found that cell #1 was getting 
close to the boarder with sludge and cell #2 is at the boarder which is two feet.  They will be putting that in their report to Fleis 
& Vandenbrink. 
 
Ms. Perrien asked how we are coming with the Saw Grant.  Mr. Simpson reported that Manhole inspections are done.  Mr. 
Simpson replied that they are coming along.   
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to accept the Treasurer, Police and DPW reports as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS:   

1. Discussion was held on if the Council should cancel Carriage Days festival.  After discussion a  
motion was made by Ms. Hibbard, second by Mr. Ordiway to postpone the Carriage Days Festival for the 2020 year due to 
COVID-19.  Roll call was taken as follows:  YEAS; Ms. Perrien, Mr. Ordiway, Miss Hibbard, Mr. Williams, Mr. Lasher & Mr. 
Zwick.  Mr. Brown abstained from voting.   

MOTION CARRIED 
2. Mayor Lasher presented the results for MDOT Category B.  Mayor Lasher informed the Council 

that the State has approved the bid from Mike & Sons Asphalt.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown 
second by Miss Hibbard to officially accept the bid selected by the State of Michigan Dept. of Transportation for the Category 
B MDOT grant and to authorize the Mayor to sign all documents.   

MOTION CARRIED 
3. Mayor Lasher asked what the response was from the Fire Chiefs regarding swimming pool.  Mr.  

Brown replied that they said no. 
 

4. Mayor Lasher read resolution 2020-09 regarding the 2020 millage rate for the City of Ovid.   
Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Zwick (by phone), second by Williams to adopt resolution 2020-09 as read.  
Roll call was taken as follows: YEAS:  Miss Hibbard, Mr. Ordiway, Mr. Brown, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Williams, Mr. Zwick and Mr. 
Lasher.  NAYS:  None.  ABSENT:  none.  

RESOLUTION ADOPTED 
The resolution will be published in the Weekly.   
 

5. Mayor Lasher asked when the Council feels we should be able to open the office.  Discussion  
was held.  The Council decided that we will open July 1st.  The Council also, decided that they will put together a plan in case 
someone gets sick.   
 

6. Mayor Lasher reported that we have a proposal from ROWE Engineering to do the inspections  
for the Category B MDOT project.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to accept 
the proposal from ROWE Engineering and to authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. 

MOTION CARRIED 
 

7. Mrs. Goodrich requested permission that the Council authorize a joint project with Susan Green  
to sponsor a haunted house instead of a Halloween party due to COVID-19.  This would be at the Church on North Main Street.  
It would be on a Friday.  It would be a fundraiser, and proceeds would be split between the Halloween fund and Community 



activities that Mrs. Green runs. We already have volunteers.  We will have hand sanitizing stations coming in and out of the 
building.  This would bring some Police positivity to our community.   
 
Mrs. Medina requested that Mrs. Green has to name the City of Ovid & Ovid Police Department additional insured before we 
can do this joint event.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to authorize the city 
to have a joint event for Halloween and that all insurance issues be in place for the event as discussed.   
   MOTION CARRIED 
 
 PARK & REC. COMMITTEE:  Ms. Perrien reported that they did a walk through and there are  
some trees that need to be taken down.  We feel that we will have to use some of the funds from the Gumaer Park funds to do 
that clearing.  We also need to have some of the equipment updated.   
 
CEMETERY:  Ms. Perrien reported that they met on June 10th and we have a resident who already purchased a stone that is 6 
inches larger than what is required.  The committee felt that due to where it is located, we don’t feel that it would be a 
problem.  So, the recommendation is that the Council approve the size of foundation for this particular stone.  Discussion was 
held.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Brown to accept the recommendation of the committee. 
   MOTION CARRIED  
 
OMESA:  Mr. Williams reported that they had a zoom meeting and they just paid bills. 
 
PARK & REC. BOARD:  The board met and they did agree to put $1,000 toward the purchase of  
the basketball back boards.  Mr. Price was able to get the plexiglass donated and will donate one  
of the boards and then we would purchase the other one.   
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown reported that the library is slowly reopening.  The first stage is that they will be doing curb pick up.  Stage 
two will include allowing up to ten people in the building and that includes the employees.   
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown reported that they will be meeting next week. 
 
BOARD OF REVIEW:  Mr. Mark Holley reported that the Governor has reopened the March Board of Review which has never 
happened in the history of the State of Michigan.  We will be mandatory having to do this again so we scheduled it for July 21, 
2020 and the instruction do not state for how long we have to meet so we will be meeting for one hour on that day from 9 am 
to 10 am.  As for the reappraisal it is coming along well.  He has visited about 8% of the properties and he found out that about 
20% of the residential properties are rentals.  Based on the preliminary statistics we will be raising the SEV values of about 26%.  
This is a large jump so the reassessment was worth doing.   
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Mrs. Medina informed the Council that the petition packets are available for those interested in running 
again for their positions.   
  
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the regular meeting at 8:50 pm. 
 
Josefina Medina, Clerk 
City of Ovid 


